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INTRODUCTION
We have had an extremely challenging period of
covid restrictions in 2021, which have significantly reduced funding, especially for the Sumatran
Green Life and Blue Life projects. Again, winter
volunteer programs could not have taken place in
Sumatra, which was another significant economic
loss. Despite this fact, the projects managed to
keep alive and continue to protect and maintain
the reserve, including volunteer camps. Active
solving of the tiger incidents by our Green Patrol
continues too. On the contrary, the development
of the Green Life II project in Costa Rica has experienced a great boom.
Slovak activities have been reduced due to the
non-renewal of the cooperation agreement, but
volunteer programs continue.
The year 2021 was another test for us again, but
even so, we were not idle in our activities and
thanks to the support of the public and many
companies, we were able to move our activities a
little further.
We wish you a pleasant reading.
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HONOUR OF EKOTOPFILM AWARD 2021
On October 28, 2021, the chairman of the Forest for
Children Milan Jeglík personally received the Honor of
EkoTopFilm 2021 prize in Banská Bystrica, Slovakia.
The award was presented by the Secretary of the Minister of the Environment, Mr. Smatana, the Regional
Governor of the Banská Bystrica Region, Mr. Lunter, and
the Director of EkoTopFilm, Mr. Peter Lím. A ceremonial
speech was delivered from Mr. Smatana, appreciating
the work of the Forest for Children and the personality
of Milan Jeglík in nature protection.
The gala evening also included a presentation by Milan
Jeglík on the activities of the Justice for Nature initiative
not only in Slovakia, but also in Sumatra and recently
in Costa Rica. Due to activities of the Forest for Children its founder have become one of the world‘s great
conservationists, such as Jacque Yves Cousteau or, at
present, Prince Albert II of Monaco, Dr. Jane Goodall, or
Paul Watson and Sea Shepherds, and others.

The chairman of the Forest for Children,
Milan Jeglík, won the Honor of EkoTopFilm award for 2021, and the entire
team, including Slovak colleagues from
the Prales deťom, also accepted the
award with him. This award commits us
all to bold and tireless work to protect the
world‘s natural heritage, biodiversity and
endangered animal species.
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OFF - ROAD VEHICLE FOR EYE OF BEAR
MONITORING TEAM
Our Slovak activities expanded so much
that during the first half of October we asked public and our supporters to raise funds
for the purchase of an off-road vehicle for
the Eye of Bear monitoring program.
We chose the offer from Mrs. Jana from the
dog hospic Psí cesta František z Krahulí.
We were offered an off-road 4x4 Nissan
Terrano II in very good condition for CZK
70,000.

We would like to thank everyone for the support. Our monitoring team managed to obtain a 4x4 car for protection of
bears, wolves, and which will also be used for civic patrols
against poisons in the countryside and for Jan Suchý‘s trips
with the Intervention Bear Team of which he should become part in the near future.
Many thanks to Mrs. Jana for the great price of the vehicle,
which was more of a support than a sale.

The collection lasted a week to purchase the vehicle, and thanks to great people
and companies, we managed to collect CZK
86,500, for which not only the vehicle was
purchased, but also compulsory liability, highway stamp and the vehicle was serviced.
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INTERVENTION BEAR TEAM
AND OUR TRAINING
In the autumn, Eye of Bear monitoring team underwent extensive one-day training in Slovakia, which dealt with the issue of synanthropic bears and was to send us closer to further cooperation
with the Intervention Bear Team in Slovakia.
After a few months, however, we did not get a certificate that would entitle us to this cooperation. Therefore, we are still waiting for
the statement of Secretary of the Ministry of the Environment of
the Slovak Republic, Mr. Smatana, who is the key for extending the
contract and launching an extremely important monitoring project
Operation Migration with the aim to submit a relevant proposal for
the construction of ecoducts between the Štiavnica and Kremnica
Hills. In the current situation, it is a serious question where the whole cooperation is stuck.
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AUTUMN WITH EYE OF BEAR
At the end of October, another great group
of volunteers arrived to help us with the monitoring of large carnivores in the Kremnica
Hills.
We started this program at the administration of NP Malá Fatra, where our team participated in training for external collaborators
of the Intervention Bear Team. Completion
of this training should entitle us through the
obtained certificates to cooperate with the
Team within our Operation Synanthrop in
the future.

We also continued with monitoring in the Low
Tatras NP, where two photo traps were inspected and withdrawn from the amazing migration
path of large carnivores. Despite the fact that
both photo traps had a technical problem, we
still have a few dozen quality shots. Then we
continued to the mountain tourist cabin Gen.
Rastislava Štefánika and had a very important
task here. There is a bear that shows no signs
of shyness, a synanthropic individual, and we
should have found out where the cause is. Upon
arrival at the cabin, we searched the area and
according to smell and trodden path found hidden compost in the cypresses about 200 meters
from the building.
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There were five pieces of bear droppings and fresh
salad cucumbers. This compost has been here for a
long time and the bear obviously comes here. Such
places change the behavior of bears, cause synanthropy and threaten bears and tourists. However, the bear is not to blame. We wrote a report on
the case and sent it to the NAPANT administration
in Banská Bystrica.
At the turn of November and December, this year‘s final volunteer program took place as part of
the Eye of Bear monitoring program. This time we
spent a total of two weeks in Slovakia. For the first
week, members of the Forest for Children arrived,
who got to know more about the methodology of
monitoring large carnivores and helped us with the
control of photo traps and data processing. At the
same time, we gradually introduced the members
of our organization to the news from the Eye of
Bear program.

At the end of the first week, this year´s last
group of volunteers arrived. Four girls, who
came to help us with the monitoring, struggled with winter conditions really well. At the
beginning of the second week, we had to split
into two teams, one of which continued to
monitor the Kremnica Hills and the other set
out to withdraw our photo traps from the monitored zone of the Low Tatras NP before the
onset of the harsh winter. It was a big physical
challenge for all of us. Despite the low temperatures and tens of centimeters of snow, our
volunteers were in constant field work, both
in Kremnica Hills and in the Low Tatras, where we were accompanied by volunteer rangers
from this national park. After two weeks of
hard work, we took a lot of high-quality and
very valuable shots from photo traps.

8

NEWSLETTER JUSTICE FOR NATURE

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2021

9

NEWSLETTER JUSTICE FOR NATURE

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2021

OPERATION MIGRATION
During the months of October to December, we focused,
among other things, on monitoring around the R1 motorway, where we discovered several fundamental errors
in motorway protection fencing in sections where traffic
accidents with animals occur repeatedly, specifically in
the sections between Zvolen, Budča, Hronská Breznica
and Žiar nad Hronom.

All findings were written down in
a report and sent to the Communications Administration office in
Zvolen and also to the Intervention
Bear Team and to the Štiavnica Hills
protected area admnistration with a
proposal to arrange a remedy with
our support.
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The Ministry of the Environment of
the Slovak Republic was also informed about the problem with a proposal for cooperation on the Operation
Migration, which should start in 2022
and should monitor the critical sections of the R1 motorway, the 1st class
road 065 between Šášovské Podhradí,
Kremnica and Martin. The monitoring
includes not only roads and motorways, but also the entire migration
corridor between Velká Fatra, Kremnica and Štiavnica Hills. We are still
waiting for the decision of the Ministry
of the Environment of the Slovak Republic.
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NEPZ EXHIBITION
IN PARDUBICE
In November 2021, the exhibition The Richest Ecosystems on the
Planet Earth was moved from Česká Lípa to Pardubice to the Municipal Library, where visitors could learn about different types of ecosystems, learn a little about their importance, threats, but also how
we can help them.
This exhibition is traveling and at the beginning of January it goes to
Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, to town hall in cooperation with the town of
Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, where it will be until March.
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AUTUMN PARTY
In November we organized unique autumn
Justice for Nature party, where over 70 people
have gathered in recreational area Zahradiště
at Vysočina, to remind two years of cooperation, especially the news of our activities in the
international field. There also was a traditional
raffle, to which companies such us MANA drink
and VITALVIBE contributed this year. Thank
you!

Part of this event was a course against poisons in
landscape, including a search operation in the area
of Pikarec and Moravec, where regular poisoning of
wild animals by carbofuran occurs, including birds
of prey. It was mainly a preventive action with clear
message to the local hunters and fishermen.
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NEPZ IS BACK AT SCHOOLS
The autumn course The NEPZ returned
to schools after two years, and to our
delight, teachers and students showed
great interest in further cooperation.
The greatest interest from teachers
and students were lectures on Bears The Eye of the Bear, where pupils and
students were introduced not only with
work of our team and how bears live,
but also how should humans behave if
we meet a bear and what synanthropy
means. The schools that donated funds
to buy the photo traps also received a
bear footprint from us as a symbol of a
cooperation and thank you!

Part of lectures were a news about our
on going projects at Costa Rica, which
were positively accepted and it looks
like, the NEPZ still have a strong base
and potential for educating children
and adolescent.
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BENEFICIAL FASHION SHOW,

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE

Interconnecting areas of human interests we can see a
path for 21st century. But important condition are the
values, the ethical one. Doing business for business
and art for art is like living inside a glass sphere without
any relation towards to world outside. But the world
outside needs us, more precisely we need the world
outside. That is why we need to take care of it, to make
sure we don’t push it on the edge of existence. And
this is what team of students called BATEANTE realize.
They combined their creativity, passion and responsibility towards nature in the form of charity fashion show.
More than a year ago, we received an e-mail from
4 students from Vrchlabí that they would like to
organize a benefit show and support our organization and projects for the protection of wilderness. We said clearly why not. But we had no idea
what the quartet was capable of. Then came a
lockdown due to the spread of the viral disease,
and the action was postponed indefinitely. Despite this, the girls kept working on their plan in
gained time and made all the preparations. And
it paid off. Quality preparations bore fruit and a
highly professional social event took place on Saturday 11.12. in the Štřelnice Cultural House in
Vrchlabí.
The aim of the show was, among other things,
to point out the issue of „fast fashion“, and thus
presented collections of shops and designers
from all over the country who focus on local production, their clothing is made from recycled and
recyclable materials, or so-called Fair Trade production. Professionalism added consistency and
coherence in the form of purely vegetarian and
vegan snacks.
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On behalf of the association, we sent our ambassador Alena and Monika so that they could introduce the organization,
projects and their importance to the guests. We had an information station in the lobby, so guests had the opportunity
to learn more and buy certificates and other items. After all,
Christmas was approaching, so they gladly took the opportunity to buy meaningful gifts and support a good cause. As part
of the program, Alena had the opportunity to present projects
for the protection of forests and wilderness.

From the entrance fee and voluntary
contributions on the spot brought together a gift to our organization in the
amount of a beautiful 64,060 CZK.
We made an agreement with the Bateante, that the funds will be used for the
operation and functioning of the organization. Thank you very much!
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MANA IN CLUB JFN
The power of interconnection and networking at vegan
events is beginning to show. It was at Veggie Náplavka
that we started a dialogue with MANA and now we are
starting a joint journey. MANA is a Czech ethical company that has set itself the goal of developing nutritionally
rich foods „all in one“. They have accepted the difficult
challenge and the question of „how to feed humanity“
and are developing sustainable, environmentally friendly, and especially plant products.
More about their mission can be found here at our web.
We are currently testing this type of food “for astronauts”.
We received material support in the form of drinks
and starting sets with a mixing bottle. The very first
event with a MANA drink took place as part of a field
workshop and patrol against poisons in the countryside,
which took place during the Justice for Nature weekend
meeting of supporters and volunteers. All participants,
including a group of children from the children‘s home,
who arrived with our colleague Mirek for a walk in the
field, received a MANA Drink as a snack. Some already

knew it and others had the opportunity to taste
it for the first time. The reactions were generally
positive, and everyone was pleased with the gift.
We are pleased to have another variant of tasty
snacks and field nutrition. When overcoming hills
and kilometers in difficult terrain, it is important
to replenish energy and this lightweight variant
in the form of a powder for easy preparation by
mixing with water is ideal for outdoor use. In the
second round we will test the MANA Powder in
the field in Costa Rica and also in Slovakia. We are
very curious whether the MANA will appeal to the
Rangers as well. The company offers support to
the components of the integrated rescue system,
so why not try to involve this segment of protectors? We are just at the start, so we will see
where we get together.
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EXHIBITION OF EYE OF A BEAR

FORM ASSOCIATION FOREST FOR CHILDREN SK
The aim of the exhibition is to increase public
awareness of our organization, what it means to
monitor large carnivores in Slovakia and why is
it important about inappropriate feeding of wild
animals, about synanthropic bears, about our
application NEKRM! but also what to do if you
come across illegal activities in our forests.

This traveling exhibition started in October
2021 at the Ekotopfilm environmental film
festival in Banská Bystrica, continued to the
travel festival Horyzonty in Trenčín and ended
2021 at OC Max.
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EVENTS IN SCOTLAD

WITH JUSTICE FOR NATURE UK
From the second half of the year, when the covid restrictions in Scotland eased, our colleagues there
were able to take part in public events again. Of course, they took advantage of this and participated in
several vegan festivals in Glasgow and Edinburgh. Vegan festivals are probably the best place to start, as
most visitors are interested not only in various vegan dishes and veganism as such, but also in a healthy
approach to nature and its protection without ubiquitous devastation.
During our first year in the UK, we were able to procure basic promotional materials, including several
organic products to buy that support the organization‘s operations and costs. The reactions of the locals
are very positive and someone here and there is happy to contribute to the project, whether to save the
forest or support anti-poaching patrols. There is interest in the idea of Justice for Nature, and we are
succeeding in spreading this message among people thanks to our cooperation with the Czech base of
the Forest for Childen NGO.
There is also interest in volunteer programs, but existing covid measures allow few to fly away due to all
sorts of complications and general uncertainty.
So far, we were part of 4 vegan indoor festivals:
- My Big Fat Vegan Festival - Glasgow
- Hampden Festival
- Glasgow Vegan Markets
- Edinburgh Vegan Festival
We are also preparing for a small private fundraising in
the cafe and restaurant „Bites & Leaves“ in Edinburgh,
where we were invited by the owner, who was interested in our projects.
Of course, we are planning much more for next year, including a trip of Czech team to England.
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SUMATRAN EVENTS
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF KMPA (Komunitas Masyarakat
Pecinta Alam)
During the hiatus of volunteer programs caused by the covid pandemic, we
had more opportunity to focus on developing relationships with the local
community in Sumatra.
As a result of our many years of efforts and training, we see the formation of
the „Nature Loving Local People‘s Association“ (Komunitas Masyarakat Pecinta Alam), founded by local people from Batu Katak, with a conservation
agenda. This association is composed of twenty members and all of them are
volunteers, so their activities are voluntary and unpaid.

As part of our joint efforts, we work closely with KMPA
in our and their programs
Our activities are primarily aimed at educating KMPA
members and encouraging them to protect their own
nature.
We work with KMPA not only in developing waste
hopping, but also in anti-poaching activities in guarding
our sanctuary, or in patrolling the buffer zone to locate
and eliminate poaching traps as a preventive protection of Sumatran tigers, as well as other incidents of
tigers and cattle kept in the risk area (Tiger Guard).
We are also preparing to further develop activities in
conservation programs and local communities such as
national park and buffer zone monitoring, local recycling and creation of handmade local products.
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OPENING OF THE BERKAIL RIVER RESTORATION
PROGRAMME
In December 2021, we helped to organise the opening ceremony
of the Berkail River Restoration Programme, where KMPA was
officially introduced to the public and local authorities.
The day marked the launch of KMPA‘s Berkail River Protection
and Restoration Programme, where we released 1,000 fish into
the river and closed a section of it to fishing.
We also planted several trees around the river to strengthen the
hillside to prevent erosion.
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GREEN LIFE RESERVE
Our Green Life Reserve in Sumatra is under the constant protection of the Green Patrol team and with the
help of photo traps, we manage to keep it safe and at
the same time monitor the movements of most of the
animals living there.
Thanks to the current long covid hiatus, the reserve is
being used for an educational program for children and
students.
In cooperation with Vladimír Čech, the reserve is being
monitored with the help of a high-resolution photo trap
and we are planning a very interesting extension to
other sites outside the Leuser ecosystem in the future.
Green Patrol has been protecting and monitoring the
Green Life Reserve for 6 years and four local guys
have permanent conservation jobs. You can support Green Patrol by placing a standing bank order to account number: 2600885307/2010, IBAN:
CZ8820100000002600885307,SWIFT/BIC:
FIOBCZPPXXX

POACHERS ATTACKING THE RESERVE
Stable monitoring using photo traps in the reserve revealed bird poachers passing through the reserve. The
Green Patrol team identified them and we immediately
launched an investigation which revealed several birds of
different species illegally held in captivity in the poacher‘s
house.
We forwarded the entire report with documentation to
the Indonesian State Nature Conservancy, which addressed the situation several times.
Now the poacher and his house are under random
surveillance and he can no longer poach, but what will
happen to the illegally kept birds is still being resolved.
Hopefully we will be able to release them back into the
wild where they belong.

Even a small amount will help with a large number of
people.
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OUTDOOR SCHOOL
Our Outdoor School educational program is
focused on developing a relationship with
nature and is designed primarily for children
from local villages, but also for college students who like to visit the outdoors and learn a lot of new things about the wilderness
at the same time.
Pupils and students are educated during the
three-day programme with lectures and discussions at the Tiger House Education Centre, followed by direct practice at the Green
Life Reserve, where we deepen their relationship with nature.
Youth from the local village also participate
in various educational events outside the
program and we try to involve them in the
care of their own village.
Educational events and lectures on nature
and issues are organized in universities and
villages. We use our own NATURE and HUMAN BODY material to teach, as well as our
own experiences and knowledge from being
in the wilderness.
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COOPERATION WITH WANA BUMI
For several times we welcomed the Sispala Man
1 Medan Youth Association under the Wana
Bumi initiative as part of the Outdoor School programme at Tiger House.
The students participated in many lectures and
various outdoor activities during their stay.
In addition, they helped us to put up information
signs about keeping the Batu Katak village clean
and also plant new trees around the Berkail River.
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NEW JFN FASHION

NATURE IS MY TEMPLE

At the end of the 2021 we increased our textile advertising
new range of products by new hoodies with new logo of NATURE IS MY TEMPLE on them and countless T-shirts with
JUSTICE FOR NATURE.
Hoodies are in three different colors, black, grey and dark
green. Once again, we have chosen our favorite ethic company NEUTRAL, which meets our most strict requirements on
manufacturing cotton textile with respect to sustainability,
FAIR TRADE, bio and of course cares for human rights.
We believe that you will like our hoodies
just like we do, and the logo NATURE
IS MY TEMPLE will clearly capture your
attitude towards the planet Earth.
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COMPANY VITALVIBE

BECAME PART OF JFN CLUB
In our Justice for Nature club, we have welcomed our new
member and partner, our favorite, ethical and conscious company VITALVIBE.

Vitalvibe is a company is a company focused on the sale of
quality and life-giving products, through which it tries to show
people that it is possible to live fully, healthily and without
animal products. Vitalvibe inspires, motivates and shows the
way to live life and have health firmly in hand.
We thank Vitalvibe for joining our Justice for Nature initiative,
which allows us to expand our active activities and interest in
wildlife conservation as well as a conscious and full-fledged
lifestyle.
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GREEN WEAK
WITH WILD & COCO
For several years now, the Wild & Coco company has been supporting the rescue of the rainforest with us through its healthy and delicious
coconut products, which have attracted many
coconut fans.
In December, it again organized the so-called
Green Week, when it buys 10 m2 of rainforest
in Costa Rica from every purchase over CZK
1,500 made from 5 December to Sunday 12
December.

During the pre-Christmas week, WILD AND
COCO managed to raise funds to save 1,610
m2 of rainforest!
This coconut company has a total of 50,8
acres of rainforest on its green account, both
in Sumatra and, more recently, in Costa Rica.
Thanks to everyone who joined Green Week.
Be sure to check out their wide selection and
taste fermented products, coconut smoothies or try one of their cleansing coconut
programs.
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AUTUMN IN THE SIGN
OF PODCASTS
Towards the end of the year we had several opportunities to present our projects and ideas to the
listening public. Alena Bendová was the guest and
spokesperson of the podcast shows.
She recorded two episodes (about Indonesia and
Costa Rica) for the American podcast Your Positive
Imprint. She also accepted invitations to the Czech
shows EKOmaniaci, Envirocast and Prácheňský
TAM-TAM. You can listen to all the interviews at the
links below on Spotify, or search for them on other
platforms.
Enjoy listening.

YOUR POSITIVE IMPRINT
(podcast show hosted by Catherine Praiswater)
• Sumatra (listen here)
• Costa Rica (listen here)
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SOLAR SYSTEM IN RESERVATION II
Project Green Life II and its volunteer and education center lit up the solar
system in November.
The electrification of the facilities allows us to have full educational programs, including film screenings using a digital projector and of course the
important recharging of technology.
This is extremely important for the further development of project activities.
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GREEN LIFE II AND COSTA RICA
In mid-December 2021, the team of the
Forest for Children Association flew to
Costa Rica, where the official volunteer
programs in the Green Life II reserve
started. Right from the beginning, the
first educational program was held for
a primary school from Pejibaya, where the children came to the reserve to
learn about our project activities and
wildlife.
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From 18 December 2021, the volunteer programme started with an initial 12 volunteers
who immediately joined the Eye of the Jaguar monitoring programme. We continued
to create new trails in the reserve, finalized
and fine-tuned the project base and finally
made the water source operational to supply
drinking and drinking water to the sanitation
facilities. Monitoring using photo traps has
confirmed the uniqueness of our reserve and
its surroundings in relation to the presence
of cougars, ocelots and tapirs. We are still
waiting for the jaguar. Our new monitoring
has over 50 photo traps available right off
the bat.
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 2022 IN COSTA RICA
This year‘s Christmas and New Year was in a special spirit, as
we celebrated both holidays together with our volunteers at the
Green Life II Reserve with candlelight, a festive Christmas and
New Year vegan board and good Chilean wine in a glass. Thanks
to the development of the Green Life II project in Costa Rica, it
has been possible to create a unique setting in the middle of the
wilderness, where people can even celebrate Christmas and New
Year together in acceptable conditions.

We intend to continue this tradition in the years
to come, as it seems that people are interested in
leaving the hustle and bustle of the holidays in Europe and going on an adventure in Costa Rica. This
year, moreover, people were freed from the covid
restrictions and were able to experience a free and
very friendly holiday together with the big green family of the Forest for Children association.
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CONCLUSION
If we are to evaluate the year 2021, despite the fact that we are
in the second year under the pressure of covid measures, we
have managed to expand our activities in Central America to Costa Rica. If we add to Sumatera‘s 175.5 hectares of Green Life I
rainforest reserve and Costa Rica‘s 154 hectares of Green Life II
rainforest reserve, we have a total of 329.5 hectares of rainforest
and that is great news. Similarly, we have been able to expand
our volunteer programs to Costa Rica, offering people new opportunities to learn and expanding the scope of our benefit to the
world‘s wilderness. Among the shadows of 2021 are the difficulties in funding projects in Sumatra, where volunteer programs
are existentially lacking. Green Patrol‘s anti-poaching work itself
is well funded, but Blue Patrol‘s Blue Life project is running on a
severely limited maintenance schedule at the volunteer camp on
Sikandang Island.

Follow us on our social networks.

On the other hand, the Eye of the Earth
monitoring project has been extremely
successful and has thrived especially in
Slovakia, where we have completed official monitoring of large carnivores, and in
Costa Rica, where monitoring in the Green
Life II, La Marta and El Copal reserves
has been greatly expanded. With this, we
would like to thank you all for your support
in 2021, which has shown that despite the
social crisis we can go further and be truly beneficial in the field of conservation
of the world‘s natural heritage on several
continents. Happy New Year.

www.justicefornature.org
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